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|. Creating a graph

Note: when working with graphs, the item you want to graph must have database support enabled to
show historical data. When database support is disabled, the graph will continue drawing using real-
time values. However, you cannot save the state of a graph but only the configuration. This document
is meant as an extension to the MonitorMagic Implementation Guide and certain parts assume
that you have read and performed all operations in this document.

MonitorMagic includes a powerful graph generator which can graph any type of monitor and
automatically sets the correct scaling. To create a graph, make sure a monitor window is open and
select one or more monitors. In the below example, I have selected 2 performance counter monitors
which monitor CPU load on 2 Windows servers. In general, performance related values such as
performance counters and certain SNMP get monitors are the most valuable to use when creating
graphs.

When the monitors are selected, right-click and then select “Show graph”. You will see a graph
window appearing similar to the one in the screenshot below. By dragging a box using the mouse
around certain parts of the graph, you can zoom in. To zoom out, right-click anywhere in the graph
and select "Zoom out - all”.

To get the same results as the graph below:
Use the "Operating System - Windows General” policy on 2 different computers. When active,

modify the scheduling time for the processor load performance counters (right-click, properties,
scheduling tab) to 30 seconds. As you can see, the policy has been active for about 6 hours since the
monitoring has started at around 10:00 am and the most recent value is from 4:30 pm. When you
stop working with the graph, we recommend setting the scheduling times back to their defaults to
minimize monitoring impact on target servers.

[ orformage by Tochiever cmmmiloohdsvercom 210
File [ Vs Covpuier Poloy Gragh Beport  Windes el
8 1he @
T
2 Coritral merer proboms
_-,-_I Dl Syibes « Wirskes Garer il
=gt b
P Dk i5ada i than S0P
T2l el EMERA R,
B e
B porvtes
Meerery A platon M e
Moy Committed Byl % BnLie
Featenir % Feotminy fre

g

' :] )
il o P e
2ol o et e
o ) deptestion S Seren
o gl Aoseation « b n et Alert Marage:
i o] Aesinn « Endarge S S0
o el Asskesin B4 90500
o ] Aereston « ERA Server 2000
o fu] Aekeation - Latus Mot &
i o] seveaten « Pl Sertlnager
o el meslestn  Rertes A Conprale B
o g Aeestn - Crate
L :i At « Oride UFe H
i ol sevdestsn  Soplen Enterpreie Mg | o | Sale
o e Aeesn « S0 Servr 107000 = Feccpamr, % Feoceseor Trew, Tokd  BE.O0000G

o o] Aeriestion - Trerd Mo Sereaiestent ] Feccmmiter, W% Peoomisr Bree, Told 0000000

R P ———— O e o e | sl
i g Hardeare = A PomerTute

i el Fardnare - B Wik v

o g Hardeare - Compa lsght Marage

i fol tardeare - Dol Cortarage

i fu] Hardeare - 154 Droctor

o e PlesbinPla: - Dl Bepertae) Fokey
o g Mool - Do

i fg) Pontormg: - S Exavgies

] i Horitorsag - SN Gererc

H E E 8 E 2 B =

Morkoags e | e | atabrs | bigwess | nipetstn crea |
iCEEoN Corwantnd Sfiarew , OX Sep atn E2ERSE 1 10) f0
Em[

© 2004, Tools4ever - www.tools4ever.com, Page 1 of 4



tools4ever
MonitorMagic Graph Guide
Version 1.2, November 2004

2. Working with graphs

Notice in the previous screenshot that the green line has a higher maximum value than the red line.
In reality, the green has considerably lower values than the red item, because of automatic scaling. In
the legend, you can see that the green item has its scale multiplied by 10. MonitorMagic automatically
does this to improve readability. To make sure both items use the same scaling, right-click on the
green item and select Properties. Go to the “Vertical scale” tab and set the fixed scaling to 1.
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When you confirm this setting, the graph will redraw and look similar to the screenshot below. Notice
that the green line is now using the same scaling, so you can now make a proper comparison between
the two.
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3. Adding more items

As long as a graph window is active, the graph will continue drawing as soon as new values are
available from a monitor evaluation. To add more items to an active graph, right-click anywhere in the
graph area and select “"Add graph item”. In the following window, select some additional
performance counters using the CTRL button to multi-select. This will look similar to the screenshots
below.
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When you confirm this configuration, the graph will update itself with the new monitors. As you can
see, the scaling for the new monitors is not the same. Whereas the monitor for ORION is scaled to 1,
the monitor for JUPITER is scaled to 10. To view the actual values at a certain point in the graph,
select the monitor item first, in this example the yellow entry in the legend. Then, move your mouse
over the graph towards the yellow line. You will see that MonitorMagic displays information next to the
mouse cursor, containing the correct value according to the scaling. In this example the yellow line
sits somewhere on the Y-80 in the graph, but in real-life represents the value of approximately 8 since
the value has been multiplied by 10.
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Graphs can easily be printed in both black/white and in color. Right-click anywhere in the graph area
and choose Print. After confirming the printer, you will see a dialog with some additional printing
options. There is currently no option to save the graph to a file.

To modify the timeline for a graph, right-click anywhere in the graph area and select Properties. In
the properties dialog, you can specify a start and end time for your graph.
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